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Lee =said one of his favorite
Web sites is TradGang.com
(www.tradgang.com), which bills
itzelf as “The Cyber Camp of
Traditional Bow Hunters.” He
even has his own Lee Bowyer
Web site (www.leebowyer.com).

Happy customers

Among the people Lee has met
on the Internet is Tye Abell of
Huntsville, Ala, The 22-year-old
aerospace engineer was not one of
the rude ones.

“We were on a bow-hunting
forum,” Abell said. “I was in the
market for a longbow and was look-
ing for someone (0 make me one.”

Lee showed him images of his
work.

“T couldn’t believe a kid could
build something like that,” Abell

- gaid in a telephone interview.

Lee delivered a 64-inch long-
bow with a 50-pound, 28-inch
draw crafted with a tiger maple
riser and bubinga limbs, It was
love at first sightl.

“Twas extremely impressed with
the quality of it,” Abell said. “The
first time 1 shot it, [ was surprised
how smooth it was. The thing that
floored me was that he hit the nail
on the head on his first try.”

Another client, Robert O'Brien
Barbour Jr., said he is eagerly
awaiting his bow, and he’s not
really an archer.

“T haven't owned a bow since
high school,” he said by phone
from his home in Raleigh. “T first
met Bryan through his brother,
Jonathan, and learned about his
how making and thought, “That's
nice and all." I didn't think much
of it until I saw one of his bows.”

Barbour, 51, who works at the
N.C. State research farm off Lake
Wheeler Road, was impressed
upon viewing the start of his bow.

“Tt looked like a seasoned
professional with many vears of
experience made it," said Bar-
bour, who hopes to take posses-
sion of his £500 bow in October,

Start with a plan
Standing in his 8 foot-by-15-foot

workshop oné recent afternoon,
Lee examined an unfinished riser
— the handle and arrow rest of a
bow — that he had fashioned out
of 13 lavers of laminate and epoxy.
It was for Barbour's bow. Nearby,
a golden retriever named Sandy
enjoyed the coolness of the con-
crete floor.

Lee has devised a process for
making his custom bows. *

“First, we need to figure out

Bryan Lee, 16, places a recurve bow into a box that he made for heating the epoxy
that he applies to the bows he bullds. He says most of his bows sell for $S300 to $900.

what they want and how much
they want to spend,” he said.
“We'll talk by phone or by e-mail.
Most bows are $300 to $900, and
that's based mostly on materials.”

Lee said the top-of-the-line
custom bows can exceed $1,200.

Many hours of work

The actual process is a compli-
cated ballet of cutting, sanding
and ghiing. The dimensions of the
riser ane cut from a block of wood.
Wood laminates and inlays are
epoxied and cured in a homemade
heat box. Templates are used for
tracing and cutting the riser
shape. After a curing stage, Lee
shapes the riser with a belt sander,
then a hand file, then sandpaper.

Limb blocks are made with one
wood or a combination of woods.

“Limbs will have a core wood,
usually maple, in the center, ve-
neers on either side and fiberglass
on the back and belly,” Lee said.

After fiberglass is applied, the
limbs go into a curved wooden
press, and the whole press then
goes into the heat box for curing,

After cleaning the limbs, Lee
uses a in tracing the limh
profile, and the limbs are shaped
with a handsaw.

The process ends 80 to 100
hours after the start with the last
bit of hand-sanding and the appli-
cation of 5ix to eight coats of two-
part epoxy finish with an airbrush.
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A family enterprise

Lee said he spends two to three
hours a day crafting bows, which
he halances with homework and
other hobbies.

His mother, who works at SAS
Institute in Cary, helps order
supplies, and his father, recently
retired from the Raleigh Police
Department, critiques his work.

*1 finance him somewhat,” John
Lee, 51, said. “Most of the time,
Karen orders the wood.”

Bow building doesn't interfere
with school work, the father said.

“We straightened that out a
long time ago," he said with a
laugh. “I think he looks for more
perfection in his schoolwork asa
result of building bows. He
learned it all on his own.”

It hasn't abways been easy. Bryan
Lee recalled a bow that went awry.

*1 made my girlfriend [Leah
Snyder of Raleigh] a bow,” he
said with a grin. “She's right-
handed, and I cut it out for a left-
handed person. It's more of a wall-

hanger now.

Lee's goal this fall is Lo take a
deer — buck or doe — from a
ground blind using a recurve he
made and wooden arrows,

If he shoots straight, a different
wall-hanger could be in his
future,
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