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MERICAN COOT (FULICA AMERICANA}

The American coct, commen Lo North
Cardlina, sometimes is mistaken for a
duck, Il has an all-black body and a
white beak like & chicken's, |15 feet are
not webbed: instead, each tos has
labes on the side of each segment |
Adult coots are about 12 inches in |
lengthand have a wingspan of about

26 inches. Coots feed primarily an

anuatic plants and seads.
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CYBERIA
| WWWNISITNC.COM
Aleng with leaf color reports,
yrianl I\ find Fall fishing reparts
for kerth Carolina's coast
each Wednesday from Sept. 26

. through October at

http://www.yisitne.cam/
fallfish/fallfish.asp. A
lelephone hotiine will
 carry reports at (884)
© 2387462 Anglers can
 lpload photos, too

DON'T MISS
HUNTERS NIGHT OUT
Reserve vour family's tickets soon for the
Cape Fear Chapter of the Ouality Deer

Managemznt Association's barbecue and
auction, C2ll Robbie Church al (91%) 552-

WHERE: ~merican Legion Hall,
6400 Jehrson Pond Read, Fuquay-Yarimna

WHEN: & 0.m. Sept. 29

COST: membership included, S50 adult,
545 student, 540 ages 15-under; 520 quesl

6424 or reqister at www.nedeerman.com.

GORILLA FRO 3E

Field & Stream m
the Best" award
second year in 2
Series King Kong
comforiable hur
stand features G
camo patlern an
patented noise-
The stands sell f
maore by calling
aing o www.ac

STAFFFrCTOS BY FAILIN WEREL

rawing on his own skill

HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR BRYAN LEE CRAFTS CUSTOM BOWS BY HAND

Bryan Lee's bows are made of layers of wood and fiberglass
and then sawed, sanded and filed into shape. He learned
the process using information from books and the Internet.

INSIDE: A ook at the many parts of a bow,
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By MIKE ZLO THICKT
STAFF WRITIR

FUQUAY-VARINA = Bryan Lee isn't your
typical 16-year-old. He plays the banjo,
enjoys big band and classical music and
e Aoy o ahtwocking, bat ok

e also enjoys vorkin
the kind vou'd see in a shop class.

He handerafts longbows and recurve
bows, using native and exotic woods to
fashion instruments that look as good
as they shoot.

What once was yearning has turned
into a business enterprise and perhaps
a career for the junior at Middle Creek
High School.

Lee's start in custom bow-making
was an example of necessity being the
mother of invention.

“I got into it because 1 wanted a long-
bow to hunt with and I couldn't afford
one,” he said with an impish grin in the
hasement of his parents’ house,

Lee said that he is seli-4aught, with the

Internet and a few books being his main
resources. Trial and error made
up a big part of his learning curve.

It’s easy 1o see how Lee developed
his passion for primitive weapons: His
family practices an outdoors lifestyle. His
younger sister, Meagan, is a competitive
shooter, Older brother Jonathan, mother
Karen and father John hunt and fsh.

At age 12, Bryan Lee made his first
bows, crude longhows that he now says
amuse him. He has made seven fiber-

bows since and has sold
three of them.

But business isn't alwayvs smooth.

*I go to archery forums all the time,”
he =aid. “I get tons of e-mails. 1 take
people through the woods [for a con-
struction plan], quote them and never
hear from them again. I guess they
don't want a 16-year-old buildiog them
a bow. It's kind of rude.”

SEE BOWS, PAGE 12C



